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The Fresldent: Ve whi go
ghrad uilh some Questiond
i you Nke.

Quasucm Mr, Prestdont,
you have said text R fw

* ageinst US, polley to bomb
the dikes #ad dams fn North
Vicinem Yeserday, the
State Dapariment scknowle
edged there hid been in-
cidentst’ aad  lnadvertent
daamage from Lhe bombing
nearhy,

My rounn fa: 2 Howorth

+ the sk of possibte flooding

- and facing worid opinlan
heraed dzainst us 93 A Ter
Wit 0f bombing dams?

AT Ahink your questinn’

* - would be hetrer answered by

. my diraussing the poliey to-

ward hombing af civilian (ne
wlaflatinng of North Vietnam
geperglly, and then eoming
down o the speuifiet of yaur
queation, ia giving a unc'nl
answer,

Sorae of you who wire In
Fexst with me will reeail
* ghat thit quesi-an vat fated
on the Cannally Rane
B owas taized, #ctusl
an advorate of b
dlxes 41 to vhy we &4 b
bamb dikes. 17218 3 Rad rat

ted off Bdx very difflelt 7

wir, wa Hnd that n:rn 1683
thars bave bern L, -
Siban canpltirs in ¢
Vietnam as x cesult of

erite palides of tie North £F

Vietnataese Comamunialy, not
dzcigantal, but deliberste.

In North Vietnam, In tae I-
poriad from 1334 to 1356, tn
thelr sacalied laed reform 3
program, A mintnam of 50.-°

04w

raurdered, pisatsi

nated, ar
Caholle Bixtap of Danang.
wham [ telied to when [
wax there ta 1958 In Srulh
Vietaem, In agduion lo the
B2650 refusess who cann
south, there were at least a
hat million who dird In
wlave fakor ¢anps {n Neoth
Viewizm,

Now, T dM nnt relsia this
verlea of dncidents for 1he

Wrat 1 am tleply o
fr, 1eCy not bave a byg
leal dovdle standerd, Tre
Udited S45res bag brea see
stralaed, greater tedraist
thea nry grest Power “hap
ever shown [n kandling thus
Wi, We will continue to be
wrstrened, Ve v ia bopd
targets in erder to
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“DIRT POWER. In the Réd Rlver Deltp
which encompasses 11 of North Vietnam’s
provinees and produces most of the cmm
try’s rice, an intricate dike system keeps the
water Jevel in the river under control during

" the monsoon season of July-September. Dike

repair has a high value in the scheme o
with every household in the Delt:
keeping slabs of earth on reserve for use by
dike brigades in event of attack, This scene
in the village of Gia Ninh, Ninh Binh Prov
ince, shows workers, mostly women, repair
Ing & dike recently bombed by planes ... A¥
News Features Photo ... 11/14/67."

P Q)
THE DATE of the pleture was clear, Leav:

"Ing it out left the implication that bomnbs re

cently had been dropped on Korth Vietnam
cse dikes and if one were so disposed coulc
also have Implied t(hat the I'residenl wa
Jying. Leaving out the date also omifted an
other Imporiant faet, that some dikeg had
beer hit by Armevican bombs for years ang
this had become a standard fear of the
North Vietnamese,

The omission of ithe date appears to have
heen the result of haste, impelled hy rushes
A relatively imexperienced cops
editor on the National Desk of The Post was
writing caplion material as the 7:30 deadline
for the {irst edition fell, and-his task wa
taken over by a spnip_r editor. Iu the passagsa

_major ‘dams and d;xm: wera tn rnl] pse dur- .

" ing rainy Acmun it Wc)uld be & genuine crlx-
g ible deaths in the mi

¢ is worth & thousand lastrophe with possi
:\1'10?15 "021(; x{:ifé;fet)mt Is to photographers lons. 1t was the buil dm]‘:l "é “]”3 d\’,} . svstem

g nq 2000 vears ago that welded the Vietnamese
t\:)h';ltmgl\:s];(rzﬁll{';mtlon of Independence was people into a culture distinel and scpaxaLe

el 1 , Arom their neighbors,

Although the “Confuclan” saying Is not: .
_genuine, photographs do have a power of The North Vietnamese and others g]alm
. {heir own. Unlike words, which are intellec. that the United Std}}CS. 1-‘; 210;\‘3 bombing the

X . nd translated by system either to make it break-gown now, or
| tual abstractions s emed . . when the heaviest monsoon rains
Some nculral observers have said

“unvarnished reality. Jlow can you doubt a comc. ) .
photograph? Or the television sereen? Ivs they have seen bomb damage among the

6 eOT . dikes. .
Hght there, recorded by an opinionless & Syt yiteq States officlally has denied

. N Tie game ANY such bombmcT program and President
wgutthgte??gﬁ;npéctfl}i? 'fi?vnc(;nt‘ooh {he Nixon at his July 27 press conf?}encs re‘-
other way, I once heard a witness In a mur- peated this denial. The next day, he Post's
der case who had been sitting on a bar stool lead story reported the President’s denial
next 10 & inan while a kit man was putting and on Page Al0 carried the verbatim {ext
six bullete Into the victim, testlfy, “I didn't of his press conference under an eighi-col-

ighti lgarette at umn headline,
flc;g tligl'g.l'l’] 1vas lighting & clé ~ But &t the top of the page The Post ran a

On '¥Friday, July 23, The Washlngton Post three-column photograph from the Asso-
: one cialed Press showing some people working
thing but really didn't about the c\ment on what appears {o be & rubblesstrewn sur-
‘con{roversy over whether the United States face. The full caption read:

is systeratically bombing the dike system of- “Workers, mostly women, repalr a scg.
l\orth Yietnam., ° ment of the dike s_vstenl\ mﬂI\oﬂh Vxetqam.
. ’ ) #The picture was taken in Ninbinh Province

. : oL ‘by Amtando Doronila of the Manila Times.”

IT 33 NOT a {rivial controvers v. The Red > “rppat was all.
River dikes keep millicns of Novth Vietnam- (ompt to give some background for the pho-
ese from drownlng, There sre sections of (geaph and explain to readers how a North
* Hanoi, for CAAP
waler level,

TIIERE s a fake proverb by "C‘onmcius

protecled only by {t left out the most crucial piece of informa-

vt
"he pholearaply was {aken five yvears rgo.

It was a commendable at-,
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